CONFESSIONS OF A YOUNG MAN    8S
lock? Is Macbeth Inferior to Vautrm? Can It be siiid that the apothecary in the uUous5no Botto," or the Baron Hulot, or the. (-ouaiue Bctte herself is inferior to anything the bruin of man has over conceived? And it must not ho forgotten that Shakespeare has had three hundred years and the advantage of stage representation to impress his characters on the sluggish mind of the world; and, as mental impressions are governed by the same laws of gravitation an atoms, our realisation of KalstafT must of necessity bo more vivid than any character in contemporary literature, although it were equally great. And BO far as epigram and aphorism are concerned, and here I speak with absolute sincerity and conviction, the work of the novelist seems to me richer than that of the dramatist* Who shall forget those terrible* words of the poor life-- weary orphan in the boarding house? Speaking of Vautrin she says, "II 5s look frightens me an if he put his hand on my dress;" ami another epigram from the same book* "Womaifrt virtue in man's greatest, invention/* Find me anything in La Roehefoueauld that goes more incisively to the truth of things. One* more; hero I can give the exact words: "Ld (/lotrc *-'«/• Ir Miteit den tnortn." It would be easy to eompilu n l«>ok of Hayings from Balzac that would tnnkt? all ".Maximes" and "Ptm* sees/1 even those of La Rochefoucauld or Joubort, seem trivial and shallow.
Balzac wan the great moral influence of my life, and my reading culminated   in   the "Comedus IIu-I no doubt fluttered through Home scores ofior to Hamlet I Is Kugewe (.Jruiulet inferior to Deademona ? Is her father inferior to Shy-It w«rt% toi m<»% that led TIIO away, and not n HutMtautinl kntnvlrd^M of thti work done by tht! imturtt!int«. I hiid rend th« **A^
